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Neal Philip Perry Simon, our friend, hunting com-
panion, and colleague, was born in Labrador City,
New foundland and Labrador, on Sunday 30 December
1973, to Dave and Doreen Simon. He passed away sud-
denly and unexpectedly in a tragic accident on 23 Sep-
tember 2006, at the age of 32 near Happy Valley –
Goose Bay where he resided since 1988. His parents,
Dave and Doreen Simon, sister Nicole and fiancée,
Leanne Elson, survive him. Neal had a mutual adora-
tion for his grandparents, Carrie and Gordon Temple-
man, who will miss him dearly.
Neal’s early education was in Catholic schools: Notre
Dame Academy (primary and elementary) and Labra -
dor City Collegiate (high school) both of which were
in Labrador City and have since closed. Neal, along
with his grade school pal Colin Carroll, developed a
keen interest in biology at an early age, trying his hand
at taxidermy in grade seven. Francis Schwab, Neal’s first
year university professor, was instrumental in introduc-
ing him to scientific research, especially the effects of
post-fire succession on songbird abundance. His post-
secondary education began at Memorial University of
Newfoundland in St. John’s, Newfoundland and Lab -
rador, where in 1995 he obtained a B.Sc.(Hons) with a
major in ecology and evolution and a minor in statis-
tics. It was there, under the instruction of Eric Baggs
and the late Dr. Gary Cowen, he was instilled with an
appreciation of the importance of small mammals in
understanding forest structure dynamics.
In 1996, Neal began his Master of Science in For -
estry at the University of New Brunswick under the
supervision of Dr. A. W. Diamond. As part of the
Atlantic Cooperative Wildlife Ecology Research Net-
work (ACWERN), Neal regularly contributed presen-
tations at the annual workshop from 1998 to 2003. In
2000, Neal continued under the supervision of Dr.
Diamond to pursue his Ph.D. on the effects of site
productivity and heterogeneity on bird habitat quality
and species richness. His research ranged from mod-
elling species distributions to studying the effects of
landscape features on habitat use by passerines, with a
focus on their demography. Much of Neal’s work had
an overlying conservation theme linked quite strongly
to ecological theory. Neal completed his Ph.D. in 2005
and was about to embark on his post-doctoral research
in the spring of 2007.
Neal taught in various capacities at Memorial Uni-
versity of Newfoundland, the University of New Bruns -
wick and St. Mary’s University. From 1996 to 1998,
Neal worked as a contract biologist for the College of
the North Atlantic in Labrador City and Happy Valley
– Goose Bay where he also offered his services as a
university tutor in various disciplines, including chem-
istry and biology. Neal was always there to help out
whenever or wherever he could and would always with-
out hesitation say “Yes, just provide me the materials.”
Students found him friendly and informative and they
usually had few problems grasping concepts from him.
He will be remembered for his willingness to help, his
ability to teach a difficult content area and his friendly
personality.
From November 1998, Neal was employed by the
Provincial Government of Newfoundland and Labra -
dor, Department of Natural Resources, occupying the
position of Regional Ecologist for the Labrador Region.
Neal’s work concentrated on experimental design, data
collection, and analysis of research projects relating to
forest management plans in Labrador. Neal’s research
interests included effects of forest management and
changing forest structures and specifically how these
changes may affect the spatial and temporal distribu-
tion of threatened Woodland Caribou (Rangifer taran-
dus caribou) in central Labrador. Neal’s most recent
interests involved sustainable forest management in
collaboration with the Government of Newfoundland
and Lab rador, Department of Natural Resources, and
the Université du Québec à Montréal. Neal was about
to em bark on his post-doctorate research using inno-
vative simulation models to ensure the sustainable man-
agement of Labrador’s forests while his fiancée and co-
worker Leanne would be completing her Master of
Science in a supporting area of research. Neal was one
of those rare ecologists who not only recognize the
power of quantitative methods, but also actually under-
stand how to appropriately apply these methods. Hav-
ing just barely embarked upon his research career,
Neal, as attested by his already growing list of publi-
cations, was destined for greatness in the world of
research and statistics.
Since the summer of 2000, Neal had been an active
participant in the North American Breeding Bird Sur-
vey (BBS) program and ran the Newfoundland and
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Lab rador, Happy Valley – Goose Bay survey route for
Environment Canada. Neal was also a committed par-
ticipant in the Christmas Bird Count (CBC).
Neal was a dedicated member of both the local
Squash League and Goose Bay Judo Club. He exem-
plified the philosophy of Judo in all aspects of his life,
striving to maximize his physical, intellectual and per-
sonal character by doing his best; and being his best,
Neal truly reflected this teaching through his physical
strength and fitness, his academic accomplishments
and desire to learn. As a competitor, Neal was intense
and spirited while always maintaining his youthful grin
and sense of humour. Neal’s enthusiasm for research
in ecology and his jubilant attitude radiated from him,
rapidly instilling in his colleagues a source of continual
positive motivation. With an acute and intense sense of
humour, Neal added a unique and welcome aspect to
his interaction with both friends and fellow researchers.
As an editor and reviewer of prospective manuscripts,
his dedication and support were immeasurable and
will be greatly missed.
In 1999, Neal was an original member of the Lab -
rador Wolverine Working Group, and became one of
the founding members of the Labrador Woodland Cari-
bou Recovery Team in 2001. Neal was a member of
The Society for Conservation Biology, the Wildlife
Society, the Atlantic Region of the Canadian Climate
Impacts and Adaptation Research Network, the Atlan -
tic Society of Fish and Wildlife Biologists, At lan tic
Co-operative Wildlife Ecology Research Network
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FIGURE 1. Neal P. P. Simon holding his first seal darted off Mul ligan Point, 2 May 2003. (Photo
courtesy Sarah Townley). 
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(ACWERN), Newfoundland and Labrador Biodiver-
sity working group, Forest Management Planning
Team Member for Labrador Districts 19, 20, 21 and
22 and a member of the Institute for Environmental
Monitoring and Research – Osprey Technical Com-
mittee. Neal was about to join the Groupe de re cherche
en écologie forestière interuniversitaire at l’Université
du Québec à Montréal to complete his post-doctoral
research developing habitat and timber harvesting-
conservation trade-off models for Woodland Caribou.
Neal’s interests were varied and included, but were
not limited to, modelling species movements, predict-
ing species distributions and understanding the effects
of forest management on species occurrence and demo -
graphy. He spent most summers in Labrador, along with
his students and co-workers; in the field conducting
songbird point count samples and vegetation plot counts. 
We came to know Neal and build a strong friendship
when he moved to Happy Valley – Goose Bay in 1998
and shortly thereafer began work as the Ecosystem
Ecologist for Labrador. Neal was friendly, energetic and
an avid waterfowl and big game hunter. We anxiously
awaited mid spring each year when we would travel by
snowmobile over the bay ice to Portage Island, Mul -
ligan Point. Here we would participate in the eons old
traditional Inuit hunting practice of waiting patiently
at breathing holes for Ringed Seals (Pusa hispida).
Evenings would be filled with laughter as we swapped
humorous exaggerated stories of past good times. Such
wonderful times were set against the backdrop of a
blazing driftwood fire and the assurance of deep slum-
ber later in our traditional Labrador canvas tents heat-
ed with the warmth of woodstoves. Neal often swapped
related stories of how he had enjoyed the outdoors
with his best hunting buddy, his father Dave, in West-
ern Labrador. It was more im portant to Neal to enjoy
the outdoors than to be successful on a hunt, though
more often than not he was. As he so often mentioned
to his hunting partner Colin Carroll, “If we don’t get
anything today, it doesn’t matter. Just being here doing
this is making my day.”
His friends will best remember Neal as a shining,
though comedic intellectual, with a love of life and a
passion for the outdoors. Through discussions with
some of Neal’s colleagues and friends in the prepara-
tion of this tribute, we have found that Neal existed in
several parallel universes, having the same mannerisms,
characteristics and sharp wit despite the varied per-
sonalities and context of his friends. He will be remem-
bered for his comic additions to his work and conver-
sation slipping easily between extreme seriousness and
laughter.
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